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Dear friends, 

 In some ways the feast of the 

Ascension seems a bit of a 

'Cinderella feast'. It is overshad-

owed by the two great feasts of 

Easter and Pentecost. As a result 

there is often a tendency to play 

down the Ascension even further, 

stressing that the Risen Christ and 

the Ascended Christ are the same 

and that the feasts are simply litur-

gical ways of saying the same thing. 

The trouble with this view is that it 

makes the Risen Christ too present, 

ubiquitous, embodied in the world 

of the here and now. He has disap-

peared leaving only his memory 

with us and therefore we cannot 

talk sensibly about his coming 

again. In our efforts to escape from 

a primitive scientific view of a dou-

ble-decker with Jesus safe in 

heaven while we still struggle on 

earth we can fall into the alterna-

tive danger of identifying Jesus too 

closely with ourselves, with our 

projects and above all with the 

Church. The distinguished Scrip-

tural scholar Tom Wright (now 

Bishop of Durham) gives a timely 

warning or the dangers of ignoring 

the Ascension he reminds us that, if  

we play down or ignore the Ascen-

sion, the Church expands to fill the 

gap. On great feast days, at the Of-

fice of Readings (or Matins) we 

sing the hymn Te Deum Laudamus: 

'We praise you O God'. In it we 

proclaim that he will come again to 

be our judge. The feast of the As-

cension is the enthronement feast 

of Christ the King. Now he sits in 

glory at the right hand of the Fa-

ther in the place of honour, show-

ing us the way to true humanity. 

The feast of the Ascension is the re-

minder to us that he is not yet all in 

all, that we still have to complete 

our pilgrimage, we have not yet ar-

rived. All that we do, all that we 

profess, all that we offer in his 

name is measured against this 



judge whose judgment is perfect 

love. Jesus, our King and our Judge, 

has gone ahead of us. He is present 

with us through the power of the 

Spirit, forging the Church into an 

instrument and servant of that love 

and mercy, but he is not a prisoner 

of that same Church. It is still sub-

ject to him and to him alone. If  we 

forget the Ascension, if  we try to 

forget that we stand under judg-

ment then we can believe too little 

and too much about the Church. If 

we make the Church into a kind of 

incarnation of the Spirit we con-

fuse the biography of Jesus with the 

life history of the Church. Our sys-

tems, our structures and our con-

cerns effectively replace the Lord; 

his face is merged into our profile. 

We therefore claim too much. Ex-

perience shows us that structures, 

institutions, processes often disap-

point marked as they are by human 

failure and frailty. If  we narrow the 

gap too tightly between Jesus and 

the Church we are in danger of 

disappointment, depression and a 

flight into fatalism when we find 

that we bear our treasure in 

earthen vessels. Jesus has gone 

ahead of us into God's space, into 

God's world; and our world is now 

ruled from his throne as he draws 

us into that space and into that 

movement. When we speak of Jesus 

ascending into heaven we must in-

terpret that against the Scriptural 

background of space and time. We 

should not focus on a vision of two 

specific localities which are related 

to each other in a kind of space-

time continuum but we should 

stretch our imaginations and try to 

think of two different kinds of 

'space'. Jesus has entered God's 

space, a different kind of space, 

with a different kind of time. God's 

space and ours, what we call 

heaven and earth, are different but 

not far from each other, different 

but not distant. In professing that 

we are being drawn after him to 

where he has gone before we are 

proclaiming that one day these two 

will be united in a totally mysteri-

ous way and that Jesus will be pre-

sent to us in a radically different 

way to the way we now know. 

 

With my love and prayers, always, 



Pastoral Assistance 
An announcement from the Vicar. 

As you know, Serenhedd will be 

leaving us in the early summer af-

ter spending the last months with 

us as our first Pastoral Assistant. He 

has made a huge and wonderful 

contribution to our life, and has, I 

hope, enjoyed being with us! He 

moves on with our thanks and 

prayers. We will wish him well for 

the future more fully in due course. 

However, time moves on, and I am 

delighted to announce that I have 

been able to appoint a successor to 

Serenhedd as Pastoral Assistant. 

Clare Rabjohns will be joining us in 

September. Clare is not exploring a 

vocation to ordination as Seren-

hedd was, but is exploring a voca-

tion to ministry particularly 

amongst children and young peo-

ple. So, the focus of her time here 

with us will be developing and 

building our ministry amongst the 

young people of our parish, as well 

as sharing with me, as Serenhedd 

has, in the daily round of prayer, 

worship and pastoral visiting. It has 

been a great blessing having Seren-

hedd with us, and the many gifts 

that he has brought with him, and 

we can look forward with excite-

ment to Clare's arrival, and all that 

she will bring. Please pray with 

thanksgiving both for Serenhedd as 

he prepares to move on, and for 

Clare as she prepares to become a 

part of our life and community 

here. Clare writes: 

 

 Iõm just in the final stages of 

reading Theology at Exeter 

University. Theology is a fasci-

nating subject and, although 

the work has been hard, I 

have enjoyed learning and 

sometimes even lectures were 

fun! During my time at Exeter 

I joined The University Singers 

and was President for 

2009/10. In this society I had 



a wealth of experiences in-

cluding planning concerts and 

a tour. In my spare time I was 

in art society, had work dis-

played in exhibitions, wrote 

and directed a play in my sec-

ond year and wrote for the 

campus newspaper. I also took 

up jive dancing! My parents 

live in Swansea and Iõm one of 

six children. I love having 

such a big family! Some things 

that make me happiest are; 

playing by the sea, worship-

ping God, sharing food and 

fun with friends and family 

and creating art and music.  

 Robert F. Kennedy said 

òYou're happiest while you're 

making the greatest contribu-

tion.ó This statement explains 

why I am so happy that I will 

be working this year in St 

Gabrielõs. I am at my happiest 

when Iõm giving all I can. I 

hope that from the experi-

ences Iõve had and skills I have 

gained I can offer a lot. I will 

give all the time and energy 

possible. Iõd love to be able to 

contribute to the life of the 

church here; as well as just 

being part of the community - 

living, caring and praying 

alongside you all. 

 During my time here Iõm 

sure that, as part of working 

for Godõs will for this commu-

nity and for myself, I will have 

a steep learning curve. I know 

that Iõm starting my year here 

unaware of some challenges I 

will face and the many things 

I will need to understand. 

However I know this will be a 

prayerful process and hope 

that we can undertake the 

journey together.  

 Looking forward to getting 

to know you all!  

     

    Clare Rabjohns 

 

SAINT OF THE MONTH 
 

Saint Matthias, Apostle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Feast-day on May 14th 



Mon:  Father Lukeõs rest day 
  

Tues:   7.30am Morning Prayer 
  6.00pm Evening Prayer 
   6.20pm Rosary 
   7.00pm Mass 
   7.30pm Walsingham Cell  
     (first Tuesdays) 
  

Weds:   7.30am Morning Prayer 
   9.15am School Mass 
   6.00pm Evening Prayer 
   6.20pm Rosary 
   7.00pm  Mass 
   7.30pm Bible Study 
 

Thurs:  7.00am Morning Prayer 
   7.30am Mass 
   6.00pm  Evening Prayer 

Fri:  7.30am Morning Prayer 
  9.30am Mass 
  4.00pm Holy Hour &  
    Benediction  
  5.00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sat:  9.00am Morning Prayer 
  9.30am Mass of Our Lady 
   

Sun: 8.00am  Mass 
  10.00am Morning Prayer 
  10.30am Parish Mass 
  

  On certain Sundays,  
  Choral Evensong and  
  Benediction at 6.15pm 
 

  Confessions by arrange- 
  ment with the Vicar 

USUAL TIMES OF SERVICES 

 

 

 
 
 

This monthõs Evensong  
and Benediction is on 
May 9th at 6.15pm 

 

and NOT on May 2nd 



 

PARISH OUTING 
 
 
 
 
 

to Kew Gardens 
 

Saturday, May 15th 
 

 
If  you would like to come and  

enjoy the spring flowers at Kew,  
then please add your name to  
the list at the back of Church 



Month of Maying 
Some thoughts on Our Lady in this,  
the month traditionally dedicated  
to her as Mother and Queen.   

 May has long been associated 

with Our Lady, and is often de-

scribed as òOur Ladyõs Monthó. 

May devotions are common 

throughout the month as the faith-

ful renew their devotion to the 

Blessed Virgin, honouring her as 

the Mother of God and Queen of 

Heaven. As the world blossoms into 

life with new growthñwhich of 

course resonates with the message 

of the season of Easterñwe honour 

the Mother of him who overcame 

death, and who shared in so much 

of his earthly ministry. She reigns 

as Queen because Christ reigns as 

King, in the manner of the women 

of the Old Testament who had 

queenly titles and dignities be-

stowed upon them because of the 

kingship of their sons. In his encyc-

lical of 1954, Ad Caeli Reginam, 

Pope Pius XII had this to say to the 

Universal Church:  

With the certainty of faith 

we know that Jesus Christ is 

king in  the full, literal, and 

absolute sense of the word; 

for He is true God and man. 

This does not, however, pre-

vent Mary from sharing His 

royal prerogatives, though in 

a limited and analogous 

manner; for she was the 

Mother of Christ, and Christ 

is God; and she shared in the 

work of the divine Re-

deemer, in His struggles 

against enemies and in the 

triumph He won over them 

all. From this union with 

Christ the King she assuredly 

obtains so eminent a status 

that she stands high above 

all created things; and upon 

this same union with Christ 

is based that royal privilege 

enabling her to distribute 

the treasures of the kingdom 

of the divine Redeemer. And 

lastly, this same union with 

Christ is the fountain of the 

inexhaustible efficacy of her 



motherly intercession in the 

presence of the Son and of 

the Father. Without doubt, 

then, does our holy Virgin 

possess a dignity that far 

transcends all other crea-

tures. In the eyes of her Son 

she takes precedence over 

everyone else. In order to 

help us understand the pre-

eminence that the Mother of 

God enjoys over all creation, 

it would help to remember 

that from the first moment 

of her conception the holy 

Virgin was filled with such a 

plenitude of grace as to sur-

pass the graces enhancing 

all the saints. Recall what 

our predecessor Pius IX, of 

blessed memory, wrote in 

his Bull Ineffabilis Deus [the 

document of 1854 which 

defined the doctrine of the 

Immaculate Conception]: 

"More than all the angels 

and all the saints has God 

ineffable freely endowed 

Mary with the fullness of 

the heavenly gifts that 

abound in the divine treas-

ury; and she, preserving 

herself ever immaculately 

clean from the slightest taint 

of sin, attained a fullness of 

innocence and holiness so 

great as to be unthinkable 

apart from God Himself, a 

fullness that no one other 

than God will ever possess."  

Spurred on by piety and 

faith, may we glory in being 

subject to the rule of the 

Virgin Mother of God; she 

bears the royal sceptre in 

her hand, while her heart is 

ever aflame with motherly 

love. 

 And so, in this her month we 

renew our devotion to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, who bore the Incar-

nate, Crucified and Risen Lord, and 

now prays for us to her Son in the 

glory of his kingdom. Perhaps we 

might commit ourselves to saying 

the Ave Maria once a day, if  we 

donõt already. Perhaps we might 

say the Regina Caeli, a devotion 

commended in last monthõs maga-

zine. But surely the best way for us 

as a community to express our love 

and gratitude to Christõs Mother 

and ours would be to pop into 

Church at 6.20 on Tuesday and 

Wednesday evenings and spend 

twenty minutes in the beautiful 

meditation that is the recitation of 

the Holy Rosary.  

http://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/P9INEFF.HTM


The happy birds Te Deum sing 
ôTis Maryõs month of May; 

Her smile turns winter into spring, 
And darkness into day; 

And thereõs a fragrance in the air, 
The bells their music make, 

And Oh! the world is bright and fair, 
And all for Maryõs sake. 

 

Wheneõer we seek the holy Child, 
At every sacred spot, 

We meet the Mother undefiled; 
Who shun her seek him not: 
At cloistered Nazareth we see 

At haunted Bethlehem, 
The throne of Jesus, Maryõs knee, 

Her smile, his diadem. 
 

The Daughter, Mother, Spouse of God, 
None silence her appeal 

Who long to tread where Jesus trod, 
What Jesus felt to feel, 

O Virgin-born, from thee we learn 
To love thy Mother dear; 

Her teach us duly to discern, 
And rightly to revere. 

 
To love the Mother, people say, 

Is to defraud the Son; 
For them, alas! there dawns no May, 

Until their hearts are won: 
Then, when their hearts begin to burn, 

Ah, then to Jesus turn, 
And loving whom he loves, they learn 

To love Saint Mary too. 

 
How many are the thoughts that throng 

On faithful souls today! 
All year we sing our Ladyõs song, 
ôTis still the song of May: 

Magnificat! O may we feel 
That rapture more and more; 

And chiefly, Lord, what time we kneel 
Thine altar-throne before. 

 

ôTis then, when at thy feet we pray, 
We share our Ladyõs mirth: 

Her joy we know who hail to-day 
Thy Eucharistic birth; 

That trembling joy to Mary sent, 
Ah, Christians know it well, 

With whom in his dear sacrament 
Their Saviour deigns to dwell. 

 
Yes, Maryõs month has come again, 

The merry month of May; 
And sufferers forget their pain 

And sorrows flee away, 
And joys return, the hearts whose moan 

Was desolate erewhile 
Are blithe and gay, once more they own 

The charm of Maryõs smile. 

 
Thy Son our Brother is, and we, 

Whatever may betide, 
A Mother, Mary, have in thee, 

A guardian and a guide; 
Thy smiles a tale of gladness tell, 

No words can ever say; 
If but, like thee, we love him well, 

The year will all be May. 
 

All hail! An angel spake these words 
We lovingly repeat; 

The song-notes of the singing birds 

They are not half so sweet: 
This is a music that endures, 

It cannot pass away, 
For Maryõs children it ensures 

A never-ending May. 

The Happy Birds 
An unapologetic trip down memory lane: 
best sung to òthe Lincolnshire Poacheró. 



 

ASCENSION DAY 
Thursday, May 13th 

 
 
 

Vigil Mass (Wed)  7.00pm 
Low Mass       7.30am 
Solemn Mass       7.00pm 


