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From the Vicar

Father Luke IrvineCapel, SSC

Dear friends, death is nothing

> {
: _atall-itis a pro- ';.},j'& & 7
Why did Mary Magdalene Visiteo ind tragedy bur\ \Q fy M

_ e NN :
the tomb of Christ? Was it simply ¢ |qye is stronger and deeper.

an act of sightseeing? St John Mary comes, then, to perform

doesn't tell us, and St Matthew do?ﬁat act of love for one who is dead.

tell us that 'Mary Magdalene and g, she discovers the strange, hard

the olther Mary went to see the 1, graqp truth that stands at the
tomb’, but the other two GOSpels  canre of our faith- he is not here,
add the detail that the women Wenk . has risen. The tomb is empty.

to anoint the body of Jesus, taking-l-hiS empty tomb that once held the

the first opportunity to do so once e of our Saviour and our God
the Sabbath was ended. So of is the place that roots our religion

course this was no act of mere Cusy e \world of history, the created
riosity, but an act of love. Mary's

_ _ world that God so loved. Jesus was
love for Jesus did not die when heburied there, the slaughtered vic-

died on the cross, and like all true tim of all the world's hatred and

love, Mary's love drives her to SeNe . But he is not there now. The

the one she loves in the only way | 5 once slain now lives for ever.
she now can, by an act of tender As yet, Mary does not under-

reverence towards the body of Je-ctand what the empty tomb means.
sus. This is the same instinct that 5\ could she? Her conclusion
impels us Christians not only to
pray for those we have loved who
have died, but also to give them a

respectful funeral, to tend their

A

g

that his body has been stolen makes
the best sense of what she sees, and
so her love seems to be frustrated; it
has reached a dead end. But we

graves, and to long for the day 6y what will happen next she
when we shall be reunited with .y ey counter the risen Christ in

them and hold them once again Ny, garden, and he will call her by
our arms. We do not pretend that her name, and she will understand.



When this happens, she will knowdeed tell them of the empty tomb. It
that her love for Christ is not matters that God so loved the world
blocked but redirected. Itis not that he sent his only Son, it matters
that Jesus' body no longer mattersthat he died on the Cross and was
On the contrary, it matters all the buried in that tomb two thousand
more, for now it is not only a living years ago. And it matters that the
but a life-giving body, a glorified same tomb which could not hold
body that must be served in new him was empty on the morning of
ways. The oils and spices can be lgfe third day.

behind, for the loving service that But if these historical truths
Mary Magdalene must offer to the are to prove to us what we so des-
body of Christ is one that will im- perately long to believe, that love is
pel her far from this garden of the indeed stronger than death, then it
dead, to serve Christ in the new matters too that we have encoun-
garden of Eden which is the tered the risen Christ. It matters
Church.'Go and find my brothers that we who find that encounter
and tell them', Christ will say to  with the risen body of our slain
Mary. He calls her by name to a Lord in the life of the Church

new act of loving service, one thatshould go out to the whole world
has given her the titledpostola and proclaim the Good News: he is
Apostolorumthe Apostle of the  not there, he is risen, alleluia!
Apostles. We too are called today
and every day to go and find

Christ's brothers and sisters and tell %
them- tell them of our encounter ﬁ’

with the risen ChristWe must in- /

With my love and prayers, always,




USUAL TIMES OF SERVICES

Mon: Fat her Luke&s r &39am Mbraiyg Prayer

Tues: 7.30am Morning Prayer Zgggm MSI;SHour &
6.00pm Evening Prayer ' Benediction

6.20pm Rosary 5.00pm Evening Prayer

7.00pm Mass
7.30pm Walsingham Cell Sat: 9.00am Morning Prayer
(first Tuesdays) 9.30am Mass of Our Lady
Weds: 7.30am Morning Prayer Sun: 8.00am Low Mass
9.15am School Mass 10.00am Morning Prayer
6.00pm Evening Prayer 10.30am Parish Mass
6.20pm Rosary

7300m Bible Choral Evensong and

/-30pm Bible Study Benediction at 6.15pm
Thurs: 7.00am Morning Prayer _

7.30am Mass Confessions by arrange

6.00pm Evening Prayer ment with the Vicar

EASTER WEEK

The above schedule will
resume on Sunday April 11th.

During the Octave of Easter

(including Monday) the offices will
be said privately and there will be

Daily Mass at 9.30am




Ad cenam Agni providi
Office Hymn for Eastertide

The Lamb's high banquet we await
in snowwhite robes of royal state;
and now, the Red Sea's channel past,
to Christ, our Prince, we sing at last.

Upon the altar of the cross
his Body hath redeemed our loss;
and tasting of his precious Blood,
our life is hid with Christ in God.

That paschal eve God's arm was bared,;
the devastating angel spared:
by strength of hand our hosts went free
from Pharoah's ruthless tyranny.

Now Christ our Passover is slain,
the Lamb of God that knows no stain;
and he, the true unleavened Bread,
Is truly our oblation made.

O thou from whom hell's monarch flies,
O great, O very Sacrifice,
thy captive people are set free,
and endless life restored in thee.

For Christ, arising from the dead,
from conquered hell victorious sped,
he thrusts the tyrant down to chains,

and Paradise for man regains.

Maker of all, to thee we pray,
fulfil in us thy joy today;
when death assails, grant, Lord, that we
may share thy Paschal victory.

To thee who, dead, again dost live,
all glory, Lord, thy people give;
all glory to the Father be,
and Spirit blest, eternally. Amen.




S. John Chrysostom

OoChr ysost omo -rnmweuatnhse doog.o! d e n
S. John was Archbishop of Constantinople

and lived circa 347407. He was given this

title because of the beauty and skill of his

oratory. This is his Easter sermon, perhaps

his most famous work of all. It is often read

aduring the Divine Liturgies of Easter in the

Eastern Churches.

Are there any who are devout comes at the eleventh hour, as well
lovers of God? Let them enjoy thas to him that toiled from the first.
beautiful bright festival! Are there  To this one He gives, and upon
any who are grateful servants? Lahother He bestows. He accepts the
them rejoice and enter into the joworks as He greets the endeavour.
of their Lord! Are there any weary he deed He honours and the in-
with fasting? Let them now receivieention He commends. Let us all en-
their wages! ter into the joy of the Lord!

If any have toiled from the first  First and last alike, receive your
hour, let them receive their due rereward; rich and poor, rejoice to-
ward; If any have come after the gether! Sober and slothful, cele-
third hour, let him with gratitude brate the day! You that have kept
join in the Feast! And he that ar- the fast, and you that have not, re-
rived after the sixth hour, let him joice today for the Table is richly
not doubt; for he too shall sustain laden! Feast royally on it, the calf is
no loss. And if any delayed until tha fatted one. Let no one go away
ninth hour, let him not hesitate; buhungry. Partake, all, of the cup of
let him come too. And he who ar- faith. Enjoy all the riches of His
rived only at the eleventh hour,  goodness!
let him not be afraid by reason of Let no one grieve at his poverty,
his delay. For the Lord is gracious for the universal kingdom has been
and receives the last even as the revealed. Let no one mourn that he
first. He gives rest to him that has fallen again and again; for for-



